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be entrusted with the care of his education. Accordingly;
the young prince remained with the Governor of Fars, and
having made great progress in the two above-mentioned
qualities, Ardeshir was joined to Piri in the government of
DiTirabgard, and ordered to take entire charge thereof in case
of the decease of Piri. This event actually took place a
short time afterwards, in conformity with the statement of
the astrologers, who had predicted to Ardeshir that he
would become the sovereign of the inhabited world, and
with the words of an angel, who had appeared to him in a
dream., saying: c I congratulate you on the subjugation of
kingdoms/ Accordingly he wrote a letter to his father to
watch the opportunity and to kill the Viceroy of Ardvftn,
who was governing Fars. The father complied with his
advice, and installed his eldest son Shapftr on the throne of
government, who was obeyed by all the sons of Babcg
except by Ardeshir, who refused to do so even after the
decease of Babeg, in consequence whereof Shapur de-
spatched couriers to him, requiring him to pay homage to
the now sovereign.

The refusal of Ardeshir to submit to Shapur induced the
latter to march against his brother with an army. When,
however, the forces were about to encounter each other,
some of the brothers, relatives, and courtiers betrayed
Shapur, and delivered him into the hands of Ardeshir, who
took Estakhar [Persepolis], and dismissed, by the advice of
his wazir, those who had captured Shapftr, to their own
countries. Then Ardeshir marched to Kerman, and fiercely
attacked Bellash, the governor of it, who, however, died.
The conqueror then inarched to Bam, the ruler of which he
killed ; he also captured and similarly punished the kings of
the .surrounding provinces, and founded a new town in
every one of them. When Ardvan was informed of these
events, he despatched an insulting letter to Ardoshir, who
replied as follows: ' I shall vanquish thee, and shall separate
thy body from thy head, which I shall send to the fire-
temple. Verily supremo power is in the gift of God, and